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Newsletter No: 8             Wednesday, 6
th

 June, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

Giving kids responsibility is a big confidence-building strategy 
 
Giving kids responsibility is tricky. It’s easy to give responsibility to responsible kids as you’ll know that 
they’ll follow through. Whether it’s feeding the family pooch; setting the table for mealtime or helping a 
sibling get ready for the day you only need to remind them once and the job’s done. Too easy! But what 
about tricky kids – second or later born; kids with special needs or kids who are discouraged? It’s not so 
easy giving responsibility to kids that need extra teaching and who need to be followed up. It’s these kids 
that make responsibility-giving hard work, even risky for parents. 
  
It’s a balancing act - giving responsibility becomes a balancing act as we need to weigh up between doing 
a job ourselves, as it’s important to be done right, or letting kids experience the consequence of them not 
doing their job (the family doesn’t eat until the table is set). It’s easy to take the safe way out and fix kids’ 
mistakes or safer still, don’t give kids any responsibility at all. 
  
Ask yourself this:  “What does your child do that someone else relies on?”  If the answer is zilch/zero, then 
I suggest it may be time to give him or her something significant to do that benefits others – hear a sibling 
read each day; be the trash controller; tidy the living room before mealtime. There’s generally no shortage 
of opportunities to help out – just a lack of time to make it happen and perhaps a lack of willingness to put 
up with the approximations in quality, as well as a child’s occasional attempts at resisting to help out. 
 
Here are five ideas to make responsibility giving easier: 
  
1. Change responsibilities around - If possible change chores and responsibilities around each week to 
avoid boredom (“This is so boring!”) and resentment (“How come I always get the rotten jobs?”). 
  
2. Use rosters when possible - The use of a list or roster takes the onus away from you to always remind 
children to do their jobs - so it’s a great independence-building tool. 
  
3. Remind, cue but don’t take responsibility - Kids can get tired and overwhelmed with busy schedules 
so a reminder from time to time about “whose turn is it to fill the dishwasher?” can make it easy for kids to 
be responsible, without taking the responsibility away. 
  
4. Start by completing responsibilities with kids - If kids are new to any task then it’s smart 
management to spend some time doing the job with them until they get the hang of it, stepping back when 
you are no longer needed. That’s what working yourself  out of a job is all about. 
  
5. Let them know how you feel when they do it well - Avoid over-praising kids for helping out. Instead 
let kids know how their help makes you feel: happy, relieved, and proud. This takes the onus away from 
the quality of the help and places the focus more on their contribution, which is what you are encouraging. 
  
Giving kids real responsibility is harder than ever in our busy, small family environments. But it’s more 
important than ever to expect your kids to pull their weight.  

Written by Michael Grose 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

PREP ENROLMENT INTERVIEWS FOR 2019 
 

I have commenced Prep Enrolment Interviews this week and will 
continue these for the next few weeks. I look forward to meeting 
new families as well as catching up with current families who 
have children commencing Prep next year. If you know of anyone 
else wanting to enrol children at MacKillop for 2019 please ask 
them to get their enrolment forms in as soon as possible. 

AFTER SCHOOL ROUTINES 

A reminder to parents about our after school pick-up routines. 
Unless parents collect students directly from class areas or the 
undercover area, ALL students are expected to go to the 
undercover area once dismissed from class to wait with the 
teachers on duty for their names to be called when their cars 
arrive.   

Parents, please do not ask your child (however responsible you 
think they are) to go to any other place to be picked up other than 
this designated supervision area.  It is for your child’s safety that 
we ask this and your ongoing support and co-operation is very 
much appreciated. 

I would also like to remind families involved with after-school 
sporting activities at MacKillop, not conducted by school staff, that 
you must stay on the school grounds to supervise your child 
please. This includes training such as the Hoops program. Thank 
you for your support with this matter. 

FLU VACCINATIONS 

Schools play an important role in advising parents and staff about 
how they can keep students safe and healthy so that they can 
make every school day count.  

We encourage all staff and parents/guardians to be informed, 
prepared and proactive as we enter this influenza season. See 
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-
practice/guidelinesprocedures/diseases-
infection/diseases/influenza/resources and 
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/public-health/schools/influenza   

Queensland Health wants to share these important flu facts with 
our school community:  

1. Flu is dangerous for everyone, but particularly for 
children.  During 2017, there were over 56,000 cases of 

confirmed cases of influenza in Queensland, of which over 
10,000 were in children under 10 years of age.    

 Having an annual flu vaccine will help keep you, your family and 
the community healthy this flu season. Visit: 
http://conditions.health.qld.gov.au/HealthCondition/condition/14/2
17/82/Influenza-TheFlu   

 In 2018, Queensland Health is also offering free influenza 
vaccine to children aged 6 months to less than five years.  

2. Flu strains change each year. There is a new flu vaccine 
every year because flu viruses mutate easily and often.    

 3. Flu spreads easily between people, particularly children. 

You can get flu by either breathing in droplets that are infected 
with flu virus or from touching a surface or object that has flu virus 
on it and then touching your own mouth, nose or eyes.   Young 
children are more likely to spread flu because they tend to have 

greater contact with others, are infectious for longer than an 
average adult, and may not always cover their mouths when 
coughing and sneezing or wash their hands often enough. They 
are super-spreaders.   

 4. If you (or your child) are unwell, stay home until better. Flu 

causes adults and children to miss out on their regular activities, 
such as attending school, work, family outings, sporting events or 
just hanging out with friends. Anyone with the flu should stay 
home, rest and recover for about 7 – 10 days.   

 5. We can all make a difference. Remember it is not ‘just the 

flu’, it is a serious disease.  Having an annual flu vaccine will help 
keep you, your family and the community healthy this flu season. 
Visit: 
http://conditions.health.qld.gov.au/HealthCondition/condition/14/2
17/82/Influenza-TheFlu   

QUEENSLAND FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICE 
HOME FIRE SAFETY CAMPAIGN 

Queensland Fire and Emergency Service have launched their 
Home Fire Safety campaign. They have provided schools with 
information with the aim of it being shared with families on social 
media and in newsletters. We will include some snippets in our 
newsletter each week.  

Join Queensland’s Great Escape 
 

Queensland Fire and Emergency Services have created an epic 
adventure for young families, to help them prepare their home for 
fire. Take part in the adventure on Friday, June 22. Visit 
www.qld.gov.au/fireescapeplan to get them fire escape ready. 

SCHOOL SATISFACTION SURVEY 

As part of its continuous review cycle, MacKillop is conducting an 
external survey of all members of the MacKillop community (i.e. 
parents, year 4-6 students and staff). This review looks at the 4 
dimensions of effective Catholic Schools: 

 Catholic Ethos and Identity 

 Effective Teaching and Learning 

 Pastoral Support and Wellbeing 

 Leadership, Partnerships and Resourcing 

The survey is now open and closes on Monday 11
th

 June.  I 

would encourage all families to complete the survey, which has 
been emailed to you.  To date we have only had 45% of families 
submit a response. I ask that all families that have yet to 
complete this survey to please do so by 11

th
 June. Thank you for 

your assistance in helping to shape the future direction of 
MacKillop Catholic Primary School. 

LIFE EDUCATION VAN 

All classes have now visited the Life Education Van.  

 

 

http://www.qld.gov.au/fireescapeplan


 

 
PRAYERS 

 
Please remember in your prayers anyone who 
is sick within our community. We pray for God’s 
healing and restoration. 
We pray for: 

 Gracie Norman’s Poppy who is unwell at this time.  

 
PREP ENROLMENTS 2019 

 
Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2019 school 
year. If you have a child due to commence Prep next year born 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014 please complete an 
enrolment form available from the school office or download from 
the school’s website. When returning the enrolment form, please 
remember we need to sight the original birth certificate or a  
certified copy and also need a copy of their baptismal certificate 

& immunisation records. It is essential that we have our current 
families accounted for so that we know the number of places 
available for new families.   
 

VACATION CARE 

 
If you are requiring a position at our Outside School Hours Care 
program for the holidays or Pupil Free Day coming up, can you 
please contact Donna on 0417291439 to secure a place. The 
program can be found at the back of the newsletter. 
 

 

YEAR 6 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

We currently have the following Year 6 School 

Photos on the noticeboard in our office for parents to 

order. Order forms are available in the office and all 

orders are to be placed directly with Advanced Life. 

* Year 6 Muck Up Photo 

* SRC 2018 

* House Captains 2018 

* School Leaders 2018 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

 

 

 
 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel: Mark 3: 20-35 

Those who do the will of God are family to Jesus. 

 
Living the Gospel – Who is my mother or brother? 

At the end of the gospel passage, Jesus states, 
‘Whoever does the will of God is my brother and 
sister and mother.’ Family bonds were critically 
important in 1st Century Palestine. Jesus does not 
deny his family kinship, but expands it to include 
anyone who does the will of God. All those who 
work to bring about the Kingdom or Reign of God 
share a bond with Jesus, they share a familial link 
with him. Whenever we act to bring about God’s 
dream for this world, we join our efforts with those 
of our brother, Jesus.   

© Greg Sunter Accessed from Liturgyhelp.com 

 

1 John 4:16 

God is love, and whoever abides in love 
abides in God, and God in him. 

 
Let Us Pray 

Loving Jesus, the good you do in our world and in 
our lives confronts us in so many ways. You 
challenge our complacent ideas about what life 
should be and the judgements we make. Open our 
minds and hearts to the mystery of your Spirit at 
play in our world so we may live by the will of the 
Father and be mother, brother and sister to you.           
Amen. 
www.prayasyoucan.com  

 
 

 
 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL DATES! 
 

SACRAMENTAL INTERVIEWS THIS WEEK!!! 
 

Sacramental Interviews – 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

 June. 

 

Confirmation Practice – Friday 15
th

 June 3:30pm 

 

Confirmation Ceremony – Parish Masses 16
th

/17
th

 June 

 

First Communion Practice – Friday 20
th

 July 3:30pm 

 

First Communion Celebration -Parish Masses 21
st

/22
nd

 July 

 
Please pray for all those who continue their 

preparation for the Sacraments. 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present a

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi048HoruTaAhUTO7wKHc2mA2gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&psig=AOvVaw0OS-etk04tWO4Hru0bHQw9&ust=1525259033298122
https://www.facebook.com/LiturgyHelp/
https://www.facebook.com/LiturgyHelp/
http://www.prayasyoucan.com/


 
Prep J Savannah Cornick 

 It is such a pleasure to listen to you at Show and 
Tell time.  You use such great expression and 
excitement when presenting your topic.  Makes 
my day. 

 Jayden Derdziak 
 What a wonderful start to Prep you have made.  

You always try your hardest with every activity.  
Your book is a pleasure to correct with neat writing 
and colourful pictures to complete the activity. 

1P Isabella Fitzgerald 
 It is wonderful to see you learning to use our 

‘catch and count on’ strategy for addition. You 
should be very proud of yourself for mastering this 
strategy and using it independently. Great work 
Isabella! 

 Emelia Taylor 
 You shared lots of great ideas and you chose 

some interesting describing words when we were 
trying to bump up our sentences from ‘simple’ to 
‘sensational’. Awesome effort Emelia! 

2D Tayla Crofts 
 Congratulations Tayla on being 2D’s student of 

the week.  You have been chosen to be student of 
the week because of your wonderful diary writing 
and creative patterns.  Awesome work Tayla, keep 
it up! 

 Chace Smith 
 Chace, this week you made some creative 

patterns.  You could explain how your pattern 
added on 100 using 100 blocks.  Chace, you were 
very enthusiastic about taking photos of your 
patterns on the ipad. 

2N Rieley Davey 
 Congratulations on being the Student of the Week 

Rieley; you have completed your Daily Five 
Activities quickly and with care. You are working 
very well in Reading Groups and your written 
‘reading response’ to the book was fantastic! 
Great work! 

 Madeleine Dlask 
 Congratulations Madeleine on being a 

Mathematics Whiz this week. You were able to 
solve the tricky Maths Problem of the Week and 
you were able to explain your thinking to the class 
very well. You also worked well on the doubles 
and near doubles strategy. Super work Madeleine. 

3CR Joshua Field 
 In recognition of the effort you put into writing your 

information report on Blackbeard.  You made sure 
you had a general statement, a description 
including 3 paragraphs of well organised 
information and an evaluation.  You were keen to 
do your very best and I was really impressed with 
your dedication to the task at hand.  Well done! 

 Callum McKenzie 
 In recognition of the amazing growth you have 

shown this term in reading.  You continue to try 
your very best to improve Callum and it is paying 
off!  You are beginning to show greater confidence 
in your own abilities and I am so very proud of 
you.  Excellent effort! 

4C Declan Garnham 
 This week you wrote many appropriate words and 

phrases in your acrostic poem describing the 
Eucharist.  You have shown a great understanding 
and knowledge. Well done! 

 Makadee Hamann 
 For the way you quietly and conscientiously 

complete set tasks each and every week.  Your 
positive attitude towards learning is appreciated. 
Keep it up Makadee! 
 
 

4M Chase Jewell 
 Congratulations on being our ‘Super Star’ reader 

this week Chase.  You are showing great 
improvements in accuracy, fluency and 
expression.  The practice, practice and more 
practice you are putting into it each day is making 
you an expert!  Keep it up! 

 Eva Zemek 
 Congratulations on being our ‘Star’ student this 

week.  You have worked quietly and with a great 
determination to complete all tasks.  I was 
impressed by the way you could block out all 
distractions going on around you.  Love your work 
Eva! 

5K Claire Patroni 
 For your application towards your studies.  Your 

effort during our writing task this week was 
amazing. 

 Lily Ringelstein 
 Awesome work on your Swan River Colony 

PowerPoint presentation.  You wrote relevant 
historical inquiry questions and gave detailed 
answers to each question.  You Lily, are a 
superstar. 

6PG Harper Ford 
 For your effort to resist distractions and remain 

focused on completing set tasks in a given time 
frame.  It’s great to see you using your self-control 
and developing this sense of maturity.  Keep up 
the great work, Harper! 

 Cooper Garnham 
 For your participation in class discussions when 

learning new concepts.  You enthusiastically make 
connections from your current knowledge to new 
knowledge and readily share your thinking with the 
class.  Fantastic effort, Cooper! 

6R Abby Headland 
 You worked hard to produce a detailed 

investigation of the roles and responsibilities of 
each level of our government!  You also wrote a 
detailed response to explain how a Bill is passed 
in Australia.  You certainly have a great 
understanding of the role of Australia’s 
government. 

 Owen Norton 
 You thought of many different possibilities to solve 

our open-ended problem in Maths, and you were 
able to apply the volume rule to prove them!  You 
showed your working out clearly and remembered 
to write your answers in units cubed. 

PE Award Jonty Laing 
 For always being an amazing listener and trying 

your best at all times in PE. 
 Cody Lankin 
 For your amazing efforts in shotput this week.  

Your technique was spot on!!  Well done Cody. 

 
               
  
 June 8 Georgia Frost 
   
 

 



 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 

OFFICE DISPLAY BY YEAR 6PG 
 

Our office display for this fortnight is presented by Year 6PG. Please 
come in and have a look at their fantastic work. 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

These items below have been handed in as lost property. If they  
 

   belong to your child, please see the admin staff in the office  
 

to collect them. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 
 
Issue 4 Book Club order forms have been handed out to students. 
 
Closing date for Issue 4 is Tuesday 12th June. Please note that 
no orders will be placed after the closing date due to holidays 
approaching. 
 

 
 
Thank you once again for all your support and enjoy your many 
adventures through reading. 
 
Many thanks 
Marie Schembri  
Library Coordinator 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 
Congratulations to Eve Oliver 3CR who competed in the Infinity All 
Stars Championships for Cheer and Dance in Townsville over the 
weekend. Eve’s group came first in her division. Well done Eve! 
 
Tayla Myles 6R also competed in the Infinity All Stars 
Championships for Cheer and Dance, and her group the “Strikers” 
placed 2

nd
 in her division. Awesome work Tayla  

 
Both girls will go on to compete again in a few weeks’ time in 
Mackay. Best of luck to both! 
 
Congratulations to Ben Devitt who was selected in the Capricornia  
team for the School Sport State Championships for Basketball in 
Cairns. Well Done Ben!



TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 08/06 Tiffany Barrow 
  Kacey Richardson 
  HELP NEEDED PLEASE  
  
   Wed  13/06 Kim Hill 
  Joanna Reid 
 

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 
 

JUNE SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
 

 LASAGNA and GARLIC BREAD $5.00 per serve 

 
 

 
 
 

Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently available in 
the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on 

 their bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 

 

ATHLETICS DAY CANTEEN 
 

Our Athletics Carnival will be held on Monday 18
th

 June. The 
canteen will open from 10am until 12.30pm and will 
operate on a walk in, cash only basis while stocks last. As such, 
students will not be required to place their lunch orders in paper 
bags on the day. 

 
MENU 

 
Sausage on bread  $2 
Bacon & Egg burger  $5 
Travel Pies   $3 

                        Cookies             50c ea 
                        Drinks (poppa juice & water)          $2 
 
Helpers are required from 9am on the day for cooking the BBQ and 
serving food. We are looking for volunteers to fill 1/2hr time slots, 

however any assistance would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Please contact Jo Oliver on 0413 672 920 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE  

 

 

MacKillop will be having an Art Show  

for the children to showcase their art  

work they have completed within the  

Arts lessons this term.   The Art Show  

will be Monday 25th June in the Library 

from 5:30pm – 6:30 pm. Wine and  

cheese will be provided. 

 

Thank you Mrs Geiger    

 

 

CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete this 
year.  If you wish to make a donation please drop it off at the office. 
If you own a business this may be a great way to promote it. 
 

FAMILY PHOTO COLLECTION 
 
The photo collection date for the family Portrait fundraiser is this 
afternoon. If you have misplaced your collection time or need to 
change your time please contact Justine Harriott on 0431525904. 
Thanks again to all families that participated, we hope you like your 
photos! 
 

FETE / P&F MEETING 
 

Our next fete meeting will be held in the library, on Monday 11
th

 
June starting at 6:30pm. All class coordinators are encouraged to 
attend. This will be followed by our P&F meeting at 7.00pm.  All are 
welcome to attend. 
 
DATE CLAIMERS 

Family Photo Collection – Wednesday 6
th

 June 

Fete Meeting – Monday 11
th

 June - 6:30pm 

P&F Meeting – Monday 11
th

 June – 7.00pm 

 
If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Alternatively you can email your suggestions to 
secretarymackillop@gmail.com  Remember to check out the 
MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find our 
contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 

Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

mailto:secretarymackillop@gmail.com


A very sincere thank you to those who were able to assist at the 
Working Bee on Sunday morning – Sharon Donnollan, Jennifer and 
Richard Nield, Ashley and Alex Shuttlewood, Shane Mitchell, Jared 
Barrow, Brian Gale, Jason Grandcourt, Jason Patroni and Rebecca 
Jackson and also the students who assisted. We completed a lot of 
pruning and mulching and the gardens are looking great. 

PREP J 

Please join us for a class dinner ……. 

HOGS BREATH CAFE 

SATURDAY 9
TH

 JUNE @ 6pm 

 
Please RSVP to Kym Abell 0438 556 893 by this Friday. 

 



 

 
 



VACATION CARE PROGRAM 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 


